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Our mission is to inspire, educate, 
challenge and support all students 
to reach their highest level of 
learning and personal 
development. 

Calendar Events 

Jan. 30:  Pancake Breakfast from 
               8:30-11:00 a.m. 

Feb. 3:  5th gr. Parent Outdoor Ed.  
             Informational Meeting at 7 pm 

Feb. 4:  February Birthday Table 

Feb. 5:  Inservice Day  
             Dismissal at 12:15 p.m. 

Feb. 8:  Mad Science Assembly 
             9:30 & 10:30 a.m. 

Feb. 9:  Kdg 100th Day Program 
              10:30 am & 2:15 pm 

Feb. 11:  Spirit Night @ Augustinos 

Feb. 11:  Lia Sophia Jewelry Open 
               House to fund SmartBoards 
               4:00-6:00 p.m. 

Feb. 12:  Valentine Parties 
                Kdg A.M. – 9:45 a.m. 
                Kdg P.M. -5th gr – 2:30 p.m. 

Feb. 12:  5th gr. Bowling 12:00 p.m. 

Feb. 15:  Presidents’ Day – No School 

Feb. 18:  Northside Band Festival at 
                WNHS  7:30 p.m. 

Feb. 19:  Jump Rope for Heart 
                (during PE class time) 

Feb. 24:  Author Cindy Lou Aillaud 
               Kdg & 1st gr:  9:30 a.m. 
               2nd & 3rd gr.:  10:30 a.m. 

Feb. 25:  5th gr. Field Trip to  
               Paramount Theater 
               10:30 am-2:30 pm 

Feb. 26:  Institute Day – No School 

Feb. 27:  Fun Fair  10:30 am-3:00 pm 

Please see February calendar for 
more events.  

 

 

**You can view the breakfast 
and lunch menu for February 
through the Sodexo link on the 
website.** 

A Principal’s Viewpoint  

Winter winds are still blowing but 
this is the time when we begin to 
once again long for that hope of 
spring sunshine and warmth!  It 
feels like it has been a while since 

we have seen the sun and 
this is the time of year 
when cabin fever can be 

at an all time high because the 
weather does not always cooperate 
so we can be outside.  To ward off 
those cabin fever blues, this is a 
great time to do something special 
with the family, perhaps a family 
movie night complete with 
popcorn.  This is also a great time 
to choose a longer book that you 
can read and enjoy together as a 
family. Be creative, the most 
important thing is to look for fun, 
creative ways to 
spend time 
together.  You 
will be surprised how 
much quicker spring will arrive 
when you are busy and active 
during the cold, winter months.  

 
Annual Notification of Asbestos 
in Buildings:  You are hereby 
notified that Community Unit 
School District 200 has conducted 
the required inspections of 
asbestos containing building 
materials in District 200 schools as 
required by the Asbestos Hazard 
Emergency Response Act 
(AHERA).  Certified District 200 
employees have conducted the 

inspections and developed the 
management plans. 
Appropriate response plans have 
been developed and implemented 
which include semi-annual 
surveillance and a three-year re-
inspection.   
 
The results of the inspections 
indicate that safe conditions exist 
in all buildings.  The 
implementation of Operations and 
Maintenance plans will continually 
maintain and monitor the district to 
insure these safe conditions are 
sustained. 
 
Copies of the management plan are 
available in each building and in 
the office of the Buildings and 
Grounds Department in the 
Woodland School Facility in 
Warrenville.  

 

Mileage Club Volunteer Needed.  
Are you athletic?   We are looking 
for a volunteer to run our Mileage 
Club this spring during 1 or 2 
recesses each week.  This is a great 
opportunity for you to get to know 
the children and help them stay fit. 
Please call Jennifer Shimmel if 
you are interested @ 630-668-
9517.  

 

Lunch/Recess 
Supervisors 
Needed.  Washington School has 
openings for paid lunch/recess 
supervisors on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays from 
11:50 a.m. to 1:05 p.m.  If you are 
interested in any or all of these 
days, please call the school office 
at 630.682.2222.   



Help for Haiti.   Next Week, 
Monday – Friday, February 1 – 5, 
the Student Council of Washington 
School will sponsor a collection of  
pennies and/or loose change for 
the people of Haiti.  Our goal is to 
raise $500.00 toward the purchase 
of a shelter box.  A box includes a 
tent that holds ten people, a water 
purification system, 
a cook stove, and 
many other 
necessary items 
(see 
www.shelterboxusa.org for a 
complete list).  Student Council 
will direct all monies to The 
Wheaton Noon Rotary Club who 
will purchase and send the shelter 
box.  Any money that you are able 
to donate will be greatly 
appreciated.  If anyone knows of a 
company that will match our 
funds, please contact Washington 
School.  

Dismissal Procedures.  Please 
make sure to send in a note if you 
are changing your child’s usual 
procedure for going home.  We 
have had several 
instances in the past 
months in which 
students have told us 
they were not to ride the bus but 
we did not have a note.  When this 
happens, we have to hold the bus 
until we can call a parent for 
confirmation.  This typically 
results in students arriving home 
later than expected and can cause 
needless worry for parents who are 
waiting at bus stops for their 
children.  

Smart Board News.  As you are 
all aware one of the goals we have 
had at Washington Elementary 
School this year is to purchase 
Smart Boards for our classrooms.  
As of this newsletter, we have 
been able to purchase 4 Smart 
Boards using a combination of 
building budget funds and monies 
raised during our 2009 Spring 
Scholastic Book Fair.  We also had 

1 Smart Board donated 
to our school by 
Mr. Terry Dixon.  
So far this year we 
have had 3 
fundraisers to raise money for 
additional Smart Boards.  These 
fundraisers have included our 
Jeans and a Cute Top Shop night 
out, the Butter Braids fundraiser, 
and our family night at Monkey 
Joes.  The money that has been 
raised by these three fundraisers 
will go to help us purchase 4 more 
Smart Boards.  These boards will 
be ordered next week.  In addition 
we have the promise of the 
donation of another Smart Board.  
This will bring the total number of 
Smart Boards in classrooms to 10.   
To fully reach our goal we still 
need to purchase 7 more boards.  
Our new target will be to order at 
least 3 of these by the end of the 
school year.  In order to meet this 
goal, the Washington staff will be 
hosting 3 fundraising events during 
the 2nd semester.  These will 
include a Lia Sophia Jewelry open 
house (article to follow), a pasta 
dinner on March 18th, and the 2010 
Spring Scholastic Book Fair in 
May. 

Please make sure to check the 
bulletin board in the front hallway 
for more information about Smart 
Boards and our Smart Board goal. 

 

Lia Sophia Jewelry Open House. 

Are you looking for that special 
gift or maybe just shopping for that 
perfect piece of jewelry for an 
outfit?  Well here is your 
chance…on Thursday, February 
11th we will be hosting a Lia 
Sophia Jewelry Open House in the 
Washington Elementary 
School LLC.  We will 
receive 20% of all sales 
toward the purchase of 
Smart Boards for our classrooms.  
Please see the attached flyer and 
order form.  Please note, if you are 

unable to attend this special event, 
you can still order online between 
February 1st and February 17th.  
Please plan to attend this fun 
event!  

State Testing. 
Believe it or not it is already time 
to begin scheduling for the Illinois 
Standards Achievement Tests 
(ISAT).  All students in grades 
three, four and five will be taking 
the ISAT beginning on Monday, 
March 1st .   The testing period will 
continue through Tuesday, March 
9th, with a make up day on 
Wednesday, March 10th.   As a 
reminder, all students will take the 
tests in reading and mathematics.  
Additionally, students in fourth 
will take the science 
assessment and 
students in third 
and fifth will take a 
writing assessment.  There are 
three testing sessions in both 
reading and mathematics, and two 
testing sessions in science and one 
session in writing.  We urge you to 
make every effort to have your 
child in school during the testing 
period.  Testing will take place in 
the morning so it is very important 
that students arrive on time.  If you 
need to schedule appointments, 
please make every effort to 
schedule in the later afternoons.   
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QUESTIONS? 
Your lia Sophia advisor is Linda Wischnowski 
630-682-0897           lindawisch@sbcglobal.net 
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Please make checks payable to Linda Wischnowski  
 
We accept Visa, MC, or Discover (please circle) 
 
CC #: ____________________________ 
 
Expiration Date: ____________  
 
Name on Card _____________________________                                            
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Caudill Voting Party 
 
You’ve read 3 books, now it is time to vote!  If you have read 3 Caudills or have come to all three Books N 
Bites sessions on The Thing About Georgie, Naked Mole Rat Letters, and A Small White Scar, you can join 
us for a Caudill pizza and voting party.  We will be discussing all the Caudill nominated books as well as 
voting for our favorite.   You did all the hard work, so the pizza is on me!  Join us on February 23rd, during the 
lunch hour in the LLC.  Please see me for a permission slip as this is invitation only.  Great reading!   

Thanks to all the volunteers who help in the library.  
We always can use help.  Please let either myself or 
Annie Weed know if you can help! 
 

BOOKS N BITES 
 

Calling all 4th and 5th graders!  Our next Books N 
Bites will be on Friday, February 19th at 12:00.  We 
will be discussing A Small White Scar by K.A. 
Nuzum.  Join us!  Flyers are in the LLC! 

Washington School blogs… 
Our Washington LLC blog is up and running.  There are 
over 100 blog comments on the Caudill and Monarch 
books.  Read the blog or submit your own comment!  Visit 
http://washingtonelemschool.wordpress.com 
 

Books We Love 
 

The students at Washington are able to share with others 
about the books that they love!  Students can write a 
couple of sentences about a book that they love and then 
record their voice on the computers.  When the kids are 
in the library for check out, they can listen to other 
children’s recommendations and see if they would like 
that book too! 

Author to visit Washington School 
 
On February 24th, Cindy Lou Aillaud will come to 
Washington Elementary School to talk to the children 
about her book Recess at 20 Below. She will be talking to 
the kindergarten through 3rd grade classrooms in the 
morning.  PM kindergarten students are welcome to attend 
with their parent. Recess at 20 Below is a Monarch 
nominated book for the state of Illinois.  We are excited to 
have Ms. Aillaud come to Washington and share her 
knowledge on writing books and also living in Alaska. 
 



                
!!!ATTENTION TEACHERS, PARENTS AND STUDENTS!!! 

 

On Wednesday, February 24, 2010, Cindy Lou Aillaud, author/photographer of Recess at 20 
Below will be presenting at our school.  If you would like to purchase her book, please 
complete the form below.  The cost of the Hardcover book is $16.95 and the Soft cover price is 
$8.95. 
 
Mrs. Aillaud recently retired from teaching elementary physical education in Delta Junction, 
Alaska, the little town at the end of the highway.  Her high standards and creative teaching 
methods have earned her a 2000 Fulbright Memorial Fund Scholarship, a Disney Teacher of the 
Year designation - one of only thirty-nine selected from among 150,000 nominees for the 2004 
award and in 2006 one of 20 teachers selected for the USA Today Teacher Team.  Mrs. Aillaud 
loves teaching and photography.  She was excited to combine the two.  Recess at 20 Below is 
her first book.  
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
RECESS AT 20 BELOW ORDER FORM: 
 
TEACHER/STUDENT’S NAME___________________________________________________ 
   
CLASS ROOM TEACHER__________________________________ 
 
HARDCOVER BOOK at $16.95 QUANTITY_______ TOTAL___________ 
 
SOFTCOVER BOOK at $8.95 QUANTITY_______ TOTAL_________ 
 
PLEASE PAY FOR THESE BOOKS EITHER WITH CHECK OR CASH.  CHECKS SHOULD BE MADE OUT TO CINDY LOU 
AILLAUD.  10% of all sales will be donated to the school.  

    Inscription written inside book (please print names clearly): 

 
             
   
PLEASE RETURN THIS PREORDER FORM BY FEBRUARY 19 th TO ENSURE YOUR BOOK WILL BE ORDERED.  
FORMS CAN BE SENT TO THE LLC.  
 
 
 



Washington PTA Newsletter Friday January 15, 2010 
Dates to Remember! 

·  Jan. 30th – Pancake Breakfast 8:30 – 11:00 a.m. 

·  Feb. 1st – Plant Sale Begins 

·  Feb. 4th – Birthday Lunch Table 

·  Feb. 8th – Mad Science Program Begins 

·  Feb. 11th – Spirit Night at Augustino’s 

·  Feb. 12th – Valentine’s Day Parties in Classrooms   

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  
Note from the PTA Board  
The PTA wants to thank the parents who step 
up and volunteer for our committees 

throughout the year.   As you can see from the 
last several newsletters, we are continually in need of 
help!  February is a big month for us!  The Fun Fair and 
Silent Auction cannot be done without you!  The Silent 
Auction is one of our biggest fundraisers and we need 
donations and participation to make it successful.  Our 
fall fundraiser did not bring in as much income as 
anticipated so it is even more important that we support 
the Silent Auction.  Can you help?  Please fill out the 
flyers being sent home or print them from the website 
and volunteer your time and/or goods to help our school.  
We can do amazing things when we work together!   
 
Fun Fair is February 27th! 
Please see the attached flyer regarding this year’s Fun 
Fair.  We will need over 100 volunteers!!!!  Please sign 
up sooner than later.  It will help with our planning!   
 
Silent Auction needs you!! 

Every year, during the fun fair we have our 
silent auction.  The silent auction team 
requests help and donations from our local 
businesses and Washington families.  If you 

would like to help this year’s silent auction and donate 
an item or service or if you know of a business that 
could do so, please forward the information to Marlo 
Gacek at jdgacek@yahoo.com  or lisa@thecrochets.com 
.  Each donation is tax deductible.  If you have any 
questions about donating, please contact us.  No item is 
too small, many items can be bundled into one package.  
We appreciate any help to make this year’s auction a 
success!! 
 
Plant Sale Begins Next Week 
Please look for order forms next week.  All 
orders will be due by Friday February 12th. 

 Dental Screening Needs Daytime 
Volunteers! 
 The Health and Safety Committee is 

requesting 2 additional volunteers for the 
DENTAL SCREENING on Friday March 

12th. We need one volunteer for the AM shift and one for 
the PM shift. Volunteers will be needed to escort the 
children to and from class and/or to monitor/direct the 
children as they await their screening exams. Please call 
Mary Lee at 630.415.8980 or email her at 
maryjackson18@gmail.com if you are able to help with 
either or both shifts.  
  
Distinguished Teacher Award 
Nominations! 
Please see the attached flyer to find out 
how to nominate one of Washington’s 
teachers for the Distinguished Teacher Award. 
 
Spirit Night!!!! 
Please join Washington families at Augustino’s on 
Thursday February 11th.   Washington PTA will receive 
15% of all proceeds from Washington’s orders (dine in 
or carry out).  Note:  to avoid long lines you can call in 
your order ahead of time.   A flyer will be sent home to 
use when paying for your order and can be used all day 
(lunch and/or dinner).  
 
Jump Rope For Heart  
PTA is supporting the American Heart 
Association in its effort to create awareness 
of heart health with our children.  February 
19th children will participate in a jump rope 
event during their 20-minute physical education class 
and have the opportunity to raise money to support the 
AHA’s efforts to fight this disease.   
 
 
 



 
January 20, 2010 
Dear Students/Parents: 
 
District 200 is fortunate to have many outstanding teachers in its classrooms.  The District’s reputation for high quality education is 
due in large part to the dedication of its teachers and their ability to inspire students.  The annual Distinguished Teacher Award has 
been established to recognize District 200 teachers for their excellence.  The Distinguished Teacher Award will be presented to one 
teacher from each grade level (elementary, middle school and high school) that has put forth extra effort to enrich the educational 
experiences of District 200 students. 
The Distinguished Teacher Award is administered by The NEW 200 Foundation, a nonprofit, district-wide organization dedicated to 
supporting and rewarding innovative teaching methods in our district and funding new academic initiatives. 
Students and parents of students who are currently enrolled in District 200 schools may submit nominations.  Any teacher is eligible 
for nomination if he/she is currently employed by District 200.  Classroom aides are not eligible.  A parent or student may 
nominate more than one teacher; however, a separate nomination form must be used for each. If you wish to nominate a teacher, 
complete this form or submit no more than two typed pages. Mail nominations to:  

Distinguished Teacher Award 
NEW 200 Foundation  
PO Box 253 
Wheaton, IL 60189     

The deadline for submitting nominations is March 19, 2010. 
The NEW 200 Foundation will notify all teachers who are nominated after the awardees are selected.  You will be notified if the 
teacher who you have nominated is selected to receive the award. Contact Janet Walsh at p_walsh@sbcglobal.net  with any questions. 
 
Your Name______________________________________________________________ 
 
Address________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number___________________________Email___________________________ 
 
The information I have submitted on this form, to the best of my knowledge, is correct. 
 
Signature_________________________________________________     Date______________ 
 

Distinguished Teacher Award Nomination Form 
2009-2010 

 
Teacher Name__________________________________________________________ 
 
School Name___________________________________________________________ 
Circle One:  Elementary  Middle School  High School 
 
Please state why you believe this teacher deserves recognition for excellence by providing specific information for each of the 
following categories.   

You may submit your nomination on a separate form; however, it may not exceed two pages. 

Deadline for submission is March 19, 2010. 

 

1. The teacher’s ability to inspire students, regardless of ability: 
 
2. Innovation or creativity in teaching methods: 
 
3.   Involvement in student activities outside the classroom:  
 
4.  Other accomplishments that go beyond the normal duties of a teacher: 
 
5.  Describe the student’s relationship with the teacher, i.e., classroom teacher, coach, school club, etc.: 

�
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District 200 
2010 Spring Parenting Seminars  
Stress and Achievement: How Much Is Enough? 

February 18   12:00PM-1:00PM 
Stress is a common human phenomenon. Dr. Michael Maniacci, Clinical Psychologist, will 
focus on when stress becomes distress and how we as parents need to monitor the levels of 
achievement our children strive to obtain. 

Social Interaction in the Year 2010 
February 25   12:00PM -1:00PM 

Dr. Michael Maniacci, Clinical Psychologist, will examine the problems that emailing and 
texting poses for young people in the development of social skills, empathy and the ability to 
communicate with each other.     

How Effective is Your Family? 
March 4   12:00PM -1:00PM 

Join District 200 social workers, Donna Kozica and Gary Luckey, for a lively presentation on 
Steven Covey’s, Seven Habits of Highly Effective Families.  Learn what habits would be most 
helpful in your family’s development!  

Top Ten Tips on Parenting   
March 11   12:00PM-1:00PM 

What are the lessons that we want our kids to learn and how do we teach them? Come and join 
us as we look at the latest research and develop a top ten list of the things that we can do as 
parents to help our kids become happy, healthy adults. 

Location: Wheaton Park District Community Center ,1777 Blanchard Road,Wheaton 
To register call Annette at (630) 836-0245.  Registration is free.  Please indicate your choice of sessions. If you have questions call 
Donna Kozica, (630) 836-0354 or Gary Luckey, (630) 784-7208. 
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February 2010  

 Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

 1 

 
·   Plant Sale 
begins  

12:00 PM Battle 
of the Books  

2 

8:30 AM Chorus 

12:00 PM 1st/2nd 
gr. Spanish Lunch 
& Learn 

12:00 PM Harry 
Potter Club  

3 

12:00 PM Student 
Council Meeting 

2:00 PM 5th gr. FBI 
Program 

3:30 PM Band  

4:00 PM Battle Meet 

7:00 PM 5th gr. 
Parent Outdoor Ed. 
Informational Mtg  

4 

8:15 AM 
Orchestra 

12:00 PM 
February Birthday 
Table 

12:00 PM 3rd-5th 
gr. Spanish Lunch 
& Learn  

5 

 
·   Inservice Day 
(AM Schedule)  

 
·   Dismissal at 
12:15 p.m.   

6  

7  8 

9:30 AM Mad 
Science Assembly 

10:30 AM Mad 
Science Assembly 

12:00 PM Battle 
of the Books 

2:15 PM Mrs. 
Shibley's Mad 
Science Class  

9 

8:30 AM Chorus 

9:30 AM Mrs. 
Belanger's Mad 
Science Class 

10:30 AM Mrs. 
Nagel's Mad 
Science Class 

10:30 AM Kdg a.m. 
100th Day Program 

12:00 PM 1st/2nd 
gr. Spanish Lunch 
& Learn 

12:00 PM Harry 
Potter Club 

1:15 PM Mrs. 
Willems' Mad 
Science Class 

2:15 PM Kdg p.m. 
100th Day Program  

10 

9:30 AM Mrs. 
Hrunek's Mad 
Science Class 

10:30 AM Mrs. 
Dillon's Mad Science 
Class 

1:15 PM Mr. Strayve's 
Mad Science Class 

3:30 PM Band  

7:30 PM Board of Ed. 
Mtg  

11 

 
·   PTA Newsletter 
distributed  

 
·   Spirit Night @ 
Augustinos  

8:15 AM 
Orchestra 

9:30 AM Mrs. 
Kovarik's Mad 
Science Class 

10:30 AM Mrs. 
Ryan's Mad 
Science Class 

12:00 PM 3rd-5th 
gr. Spanish Lunch 
& Learn 

1:15 PM Mrs. 
Lanza's Mad 
Science Class 

4:00 PM Battle 
Meet 

4:00 PM Lia 
Sophia Jewelry 
Open House  

12 

 
·   Plant Sale ends  

9:30 AM Miss 
Evenson's Mad 
Science Class 

9:45 AM Kdg AM 
Valentine Party 

10:30 AM Mrs. 
Harper's Mad 
Science Class 

12:00 PM 5th gr. 
Bowling 

1:15 PM Mrs. 
Herbert's Mad 
Science Class 

2:30 PM 
Valentine Parties  

13  

14  15 

 
·   Presidents' 
Day-No School   

16 

8:30 AM Chorus 

9:30 AM Mrs. 
Koenig's Mad 
Science Class 

10:30 AM Mrs. 
Auchter's A.M. Mad 
Science Class 

12:00 PM 1st/2nd 
gr. Spanish Lunch 
& Learn 

12:00 PM Harry 
Potter Club 

1:15 PM Miss 
Oleksiak's Mad 
Science Class  

17 

10:30 AM Mrs. 
Yakel's A.M. Mad 
Science Class 

12:00 PM Student 
Council Meeting 

1:15 PM Mrs. Yakel's 
P.M. Mad Science 
Class 

2:00 PM 5th gr. FBI 
Program 

3:30 PM Band   

18 

 
·   Shift Day - 
Monday Schedule  

 
·   No Orchestra  

12:00 PM 3rd-5th 
gr. Spanish Lunch 
& Learn 

7:30 PM Northside 
Band Festival  

19 

 
·   Jump Rope for 
Heart (during PE 
class time)  

12:00 PM 4th & 
5th gr. Books N 
Bites  

20  



21  22 

12:00 PM Battle 
of the Books  

23 

8:30 AM Chorus 

12:00 PM 1st/2nd 
gr. Spanish Lunch 
& Learn 

12:00 PM 4th & 5th 
gr. Caudill Voting 
Party 

12:00 PM Harry 
Potter Club 

4:00 PM Battle 
Meet  

24 

 
·   Shift Day - Friday 
Schedule  

9:30 AM Author Cindy 
Lou Aillaud for Kdg & 
1st gr 

10:30 AM Author 
Cindy Lou Aillaud for 
2nd & 3rd gr. 

3:30 PM Band  

7:30 PM Board of Ed. 
Mtg  

25 

 
·   WKW 
distributed  

8:15 AM 
Orchestra 

10:30 AM 5th gr. 
Field Trip 

12:00 PM 3rd-5th 
gr. Spanish Lunch 
& Learn  

26 

 
·   Institute Day-No 
School   

27 

10:30 AM 
Fun Fair  

28  
      

 
 

 
 


